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Department of the Army, DoD § 651.10 

Subpart B—National Environ-
mental Policy Act and the 
Decision Process 

§ 651.9 Introduction. 

(a) The NEPA process is the system-
atic examination of possible and prob-
able environmental consequences of 
implementing a proposed action. Inte-
gration of the NEPA process with other 
Army projects and program planning 
must occur at the earliest possible 
time to ensure that: 

(1) Planning and decision-making re-
flect Army environmental values, such 
as compliance with environmental pol-
icy, laws, and regulations; and that 
these values are evident in Army deci-
sions. In addition, Army decisions 
must reflect consideration of other re-
quirements such as Executive Orders 
and other non-statutory requirements, 
examples of which are enumerated in 
§ 651.14(e). 

(2) Army and DOD environmental 
policies and directives are imple-
mented. 

(3) Delays and potential conflicts in 
the process are minimized. The public 
should be involved as early as possible 
to avoid potential delays. 

(b) All Army decision-making that 
may impact the human environment 
will use a systematic, interdisciplinary 
approach that ensures the integrated 
use of the natural and social sciences, 
planning, and the environmental de-
sign arts (section 102(2)(a), Public Law 
91–190, 83 Stat. 852, National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)). 
This approach allows timely identifica-
tion of environmental effects and val-
ues in sufficient detail for concurrent 
evaluation with economic, technical, 
and mission-related analyses, early in 
the decision process. 

(c) The proponent of an action or 
project must identify and describe the 
range of reasonable alternatives to ac-
complish the purpose and need for the 
proposed action or project, taking a 
‘‘hard look’’ at the magnitude of poten-
tial impacts of implementing the rea-
sonable alternatives, and evaluating 
their significance. To assist in identi-
fying reasonable alternatives, the pro-
ponent should consult with the instal-
lation environmental office and appro-

priate federal, tribal, state, and local 
agencies, and the general public. 

§ 651.10 Actions requiring environ-
mental analysis. 

The general types of proposed actions 
requiring environmental impact anal-
ysis under NEPA, unless categorically 
excluded or otherwise included in ex-
isting NEPA documentation, include: 

(a) Policies, regulations, and proce-
dures (for example, Army and installa-
tion regulations). 

(b) New management and operational 
concepts and programs, including logis-
tics; RDT&E; procurement; personnel 
assignment; real property and facility 
management (such as master plans); 
and environmental programs such as 
Integrated Natural Resource Manage-
ment Plan (INRMP), Integrated Cul-
tural Resources Management Plan 
(ICRMP), and Integrated Pest Manage-
ment Plan. NEPA requirements may be 
incorporated into other Army plans in 
accordance with 40 CFR 1506.4. 

(c) Projects involving facilities con-
struction. 

(d) Operations and activities includ-
ing individual and unit training, flight 
operations, overall operation of instal-
lations, or facility test and evaluation 
programs. 

(e) Actions that require licenses for 
operations or special material use, in-
cluding a Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC) license, an Army radiation 
authorization, or Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration air space request (new, re-
newal, or amendment), in accordance 
with AR 95–50. 

(f) Materiel development, operation 
and support, disposal, and/or modifica-
tion as required by DOD 5000.2–R. 

(g) Transfer of significant equipment 
or property to the ARNG or Army Re-
serve. 

(h) Research and development includ-
ing areas such as genetic engineering, 
laser testing, and electromagnetic 
pulse generation. 

(i) Leases, easements, permits, li-
censes, or other entitlement for use, to 
include donation, exchange, barter, or 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
Examples include grazing leases, 
grants of easement for highway right- 
of-way, and requests by the public to 
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